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COUPONS ®  Even though Pinal County reps are working to provide wireless Internet
ENTERTAINMENT ® {0 residents, those living in northwestern portions of the county will not
GREETING CARDS ®  be able to connect for at least a few months.

HEALTH/MEDICAL GUIDE ®

The Pinal County Regional Wi-Fi Partnership, an initiative made up of
representatives from the county, municipalities, Central Arizona and
LOTTERY ®  other interests, has successfully been working on a plan to bring a

MAPS ®  county-wide wireless network to Pinal, according to the county’s
movies « Communications Director Heather Murphy.
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HOROSCOPES ®

Because there are large portions of the county that are unserved or
underserved by Internet providers, the effort is aimed at bringing an
NEWSZAPCOM COMMUNTIES ®  [nternet option to residents, Ms. Murphy said.

OBITUARIES =
postvour puLc vent @ VWhile the network will not be run by Pinal County, Wi-Vod
Corporation, the company providing the Internet service, will locate
antennas on county property. Residents choosing to connect to the
wireless service will pay a fee.
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POST YOUR PHOTOS ®
REMEMBRANCES @  It’s a true public-private partnerships,” Ms. Murphy said.
STOCKS ®
TRAVEL INFO ®
TvusTINGS ®  Eloy will be the next to get wireless capability in April 2008, along with

weatHer @ locales along Interstate 10. After that the county’s eastern region will
WHITE Paces @ have the option.

So far, the wireless option has been rolled out in Superior.

VELLOWPAGES ®  Ms. Murphy said the goal is to complete the project in 2009. Officials

should have a better idea of just when wireless service will become
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available in areas like Apache Junction, Johnson Ranch and the San Tan
corridor later this year.

“There are already some options (to those residents),” she said. “These
other areas have none, or virtually none.”

Having wireless capability spanning the entire county could help small
businesses, according to Pinal County Supervisor Sandie Smith

The option should be available to most of Pinal County in about 14
months, Ms. Smith said.

“We feel having the Wi-Fi all over the county will help us
economically,” Ms. Smith said. “Especially in your outlying areas ...
now they can do business internationally.”

Ms. Murphy agreed the option could help build county business.

“It’s very much consistent with the county’s goals to provide leadership
and economic development,” she said. “From that standpoint ... let’s say
I have a small bookstore ... now suddenly | have a new way to serve my
customer-base.”

Post your opinions in the Public Forums at newszap.com. News Editor
Angela De Welles can be reached at 480-982-7799 or
adewelles@newszap.com.

State Links  Request-a-Free-Link Form ¢ Free-Link-Policy ¢
Classifieds « Agriculture « Announcements ¢« Automotive « Employment
* Legals « Homes » Merchandise ¢ Real Estate « Recreational ¢ Rentals ¢
Services « ZapHomes.com ¢ About « State Public Forum ¢ About
Newszap Policies » Post Your News Release ¢ Post Your Public Event ¢
Post Your Photos ¢ Obituaries « State Links * Request-a-Free-Link Form

National News ¢ Weather « Sports ¢ Yellow Pages « White Pages ¢
Horoscopes ¢ Entertainment « Greeting Cards  Maps ¢ Lottery
Coupons * Movies » Stocks

Travel « TV Listings « About Us

http://www.newszap.com/articles/2007/12/03/az/east_valley/qc03.txt

12/11/2007 12:09 PM



